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SUBJ: IRISH HOTELS BOMBED 

1 . FOUR HOTELS IN THE IRISH REPUBLIC WERE BOMBED JULY 3 IN AN 
ACTION THAT APPEARS TO BE RETALIATION FOR KILLINGS OF PROTESTANT 
BUSINESSMEN IN NORTHERN IRELAND. THE BOMBINGS WERE PRECEDED 

BY A TELEPHONE WARNING FROM A MAN WITH A NORTHERN IRISH ACCENT WHO 
IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS "CAPTAIN BLACK OF THE ULSTER FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS." FOUR PERSONS WERE INJURED IN THE BOMBINGS; FURTUNATELY, 
ONE SERIOUSLY. 

2. THE FOLLOWING ARE THE FOUR HOTELS THAT WERE BOMBED: 

A) DUBLIN'S GRESHAM HOTEL WERE 25 LBS OF GELIGNITE WERE 
HIDDEN IN A LINEN CLOSET ON SECOND FLOOR. NONE OF THE 200 
GUESTS OR 150 STAFF OF THIS LUXURY HOTEL WAS INJURED, ALTHOUGH 
SOME WERE TREATED FOR SHOCK. 

B) ROSSLARE'S GREAT SOUTHERN HOTEL. A SUITCASE OF EXPLOSIVES 
WAS LEFT IN A PARKING BAY UNDER THE HOTEL. SIXTEEN OF THE 
HOTEL'S 100 BEDROOMS WERE DAMAGED. THREE PERSONS WERE TREATED 
FOR SHOCK. 
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C) LIMERICK'S ROYAL GEORGE HOTEL. A 10 LB BOMB CAUSED CONSIDERABLE 
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DAMAGE AND INJURED A TEN YEAR OLD BOY. 

D) KILLARNEY'S TORC GREAT SOUTHERN HOTEL. GUESTS HAD BEEN 
EVACUATED WHEN THE BOMB EXPLODED NEAR A TANK OF BUTANEGAS. 
EORTUNATELY, THE GAS WAS NOT IGNITED. 

3. THE BOMBINGS CAUSED SHOCK AND DISMAY THROUGHOUT THE 
REPUBLIC OF IRELAND, AND ONE OE THE MAIN CONCERNS EXPRESSED 
IN THE IRISH NEWSPAPERS WAS THAT OF THE EEFECT OF THE BOMBINGS 
ON TOURISM AND INVESTMENT. THE TOURIST SEASON IN IRELAND HAD 
GOTTEN OFE TO A GOOD START THIS YEAR, AND IRISH TOURIST OFEICIALS 
WERE HOPING EOR A SHARP INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF TOURISTS 

THIS YEAR. TOURIST BOARD OEEICIALS LEAR THAT MANY CANCELLATIONS 
WILL RESULT EROM THE BOMBINGS. ONE HIGH LEVEL TOURIST 
OEFICIAL PRIVATELY COMMENTED TO AN EMBASSY OEFICER THAT THE 
ISRAELI RAID IN UGANDA MAY HAVE BEEN OF SOME HELP IN THIS 
RESPECT, INASMUCH AS IT PUSHED THE NEWS OE THE IRISH BOMBINGS TO 
THE INSIDE PAGES OF THE NEWSPAPERS. NEVERTHELESS, THE 
BOMBINGS WILL UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE SOME EEEECT ON TOURISM, ALTHOUGH 
THE EXTENT IS DIEFCICULT TO ASSESS AT THIS TIME. A SOUTHAMPTON 
SOCCER CLUB HAS ALREADY CANCELLED TWO MATCHES THAT WERE TO HAVE 
BEEN PLAYED IN IRELAND AT THE END OE JULY - A NUMBER OF TEAM 
MEMBERS REPORTEDLY REEUSED TO TRAVEL. 

4. THE GOVERNMENT IS REVIEWING THE SECURITY SITUATION AND 
SECURITY MEASURES IN BORDER AREAS ARE REPORTEDLY BEING 
INTENSIFIED. CURLEY 
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